of important achievements becomes evident. Culpeper is described as an outstanding exponent of seventeenth-century medicine and one brave enough to question tradition.
A (paperback 0-521-48333-6 ).
Turin in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries makes for an unsual case history in terms of both place and period. What Dr Cavallo demolishes is any notion that the growth of a centralized "absolutist" state brought about a rational centralized system of welfare provision. The complex of changes which she analyses through the imaginative use of unusual documentation stands in delicate balance with some quite remarkable continuities. Rather than the replacement of haphazard private initiatives by centralized public institutions, she identifies (p. 3) a public dimension in traditional forms of provision which has perhaps been obscured by rather crude assumptions that religious motivation made traditional acts of charity private. The boundary between the public and private spheres was therefore a matter of wide and often creative overlap. She carefully acknowledges that there was indeed a shift away from personal and voluntary charity as the princely state asserted itself at the expense of the "smaller world" traditions of the citystate, but this happened only in the mideighteenth century and without particularly enlightened results. Even at that late stage, the process was not accompanied by "secularization" but instead preceded by a belated expansion of the role of the Church, virtually a century after the Council of 1660 -1770 , London, UCL Press, 1995 .
The appearance of Adrian Wilson's study of the invention of the male birth attendant in early modem England is an important event in the historiography of childbirth. Recent studies have concentrated on the character of midwives, showing that there was nothing inevitable about the male invasion of the birthing room and that England was exceptional in the extent to which this incursion occurred in the eighteenth century. Why and how men seized so much control over normal births has become a more complicated problem than used to be thought. Whereas recent work has revolutionized our understanding of early modem childbirth by looking at midwives, Wilson is the first historian to focus on the varieties of manmidwifery and the characteristics of members of the various groups.
Wilson's study of the cultural construction of this innovation is unusual in giving attention both to the bodily location of men's intervention and to its political location within Hanoverian party conflict. He begins his book with a summary of the bodily processes involved in difficult births and a useful overview of what is known about the practice of midwives and its context. Women's bodies were prominent in the early histories of obstetrics, which sought to present latenineteenth-century ideas and practices as natural. The purpose there was to show how the new scientific approach and the development of the forceps were crucial in improving women's lot, by stressing the incidence of abnormal births. Ever since, the use of this tool has been central to explanations
